
Volume 16 Issue 3   3Q 2022  

Stay informed Subscribe  On the web at ipqcs.com  1 

 
 
 
  
  

The Quarter-Century Society, Inc. 
Founded 1923 

 

The Bulletin 

Chapter Locations 
 

AL - Mobile, Moss Point, 

Prattville, Riverdale 

AR - Camden (inactive), 

Pine Bluff 

CA - NorCal (New in ‘22!) 

FL - Pensacola 

GA - Augusta, Savannah 

IA - Clinton 

IL – Chicagoland (New in 

’22)  

LA-Bastrop, Bogalusa, 

Mansfield, Springhill 

ME - Otis 

MS - Natchez, Vicksburg 

NY - NYC, Ticonderoga  

OH - Cincinnati 

OK - Valliant 

OR - Calapooya, Vaughn 

SC - Georgetown 

TX - Orange, Texarkana 

VA - Franklin 

WI - Fond du Lac 

Canada - Dalhousie 

 

  

In this issue I’m going to focus on providing information on grants. Providing grants to 

qualified individuals is, after all, our mission.  

Who is eligible for a grant? 

Any QCS member, deceased member spouse or dependent is eligible to receive a grant. 

What are some of the reasons people receive a grant? 

Things like an unexpected medical bill. Perhaps a member needs a hearing aid (quite 

expensive and Medicare doesn’t pay for them). A serious storm damages a home and the 

repairs are not coved fully by insurance. A member might find themselves needing 

modification to their home due to a recent disability. These are all examples of issues that 

cause someone to request a grant.  

A grant can be considered when a pressing need is identified, even when the recipient has 

a good income and a solid savings level. I call this the “disasters come in threes” rule. 

Perhaps you just replaced your roof, a long planned for replacement. Then out of the blue 

the AC compressor goes out. And it’s 98 degrees outside and everyone needs the HVAC 

guy. Luckily you had it covered by your emergency fund. The straw that broke the 

proverbial camel’s back happens when the transmission goes out of your car and it’s out 

of warranty.  You need that car to get to work. You need something now. 

Normally any one of these things you may be able to handle financially but 3 in a month 

could be difficult. A grant could go a long way from keeping the family on solid financial 

ground.  

What is the process for requesting a grant? 

You can request a grant in one of two ways: 1) if you are a member of a chapter,  
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contact a chapter leadership team member; 2) if you are not part of a Chapter, contact the QCS 
Executive Director directly at qcentury1923@gmail.com. 
 
After contact is made, we ask that you describe your situation to the individual(s) assigned to 
document your request. Applicants for grants are asked to demonstrate a serious or urgent 
financial need. You may provide an unpaid bill or a repair quote which is beyond your current 
means.  
 
In some circumstances, we may ask for some more detailed financial information to help 

document the seriousness of the situation. A bank statement or saving account statement 

might be necessary. This kind of information is necessary for larger grant amounts (over 

$2,500). 

All this information is held in the strictest of confidence. The grant review may be conducted 

by only one person. The reviewer will then make a recommendation to the grant committee 

for approval. Typically, the grant committee is the local chapter leadership team. The 

Executive Director needs a majority of the QCS Board of Directors approval to provide a grant.  

Where does the money for grants come from?   

The Society has its own investment portfolio. State Street Bank handles our endowment which 

is overseen by IP Investment professionals. Each year these investments provide the funding 

for grants from the dividends the investments produce. Recall that the QCS is not part of 

International Paper. We are a separate legal entity. IP provides no funds for our grants.  

We can thank many of our early founding members for providing the initial funds that created 

our investment portfolio. The Investment portfolio’s performance has created a legacy that has 

helped many QCS members. 

I hope that helps you understand more about grants and the QCS. Please feel free to contact 

me if you would like any additional information. 

Mike Gorski 

QCS Mission 
 
The mission of the Quarter-Century Society is to help our members through rough 
times, providing financial assistance when an emergency or misfortune results in 
financial distress.  

Of Interest 
 

Big Hairy Audacious Goal, 
wait what? 
 
Ever hear of a “BHAG” 
(pronounced Bee – hag or Bo – 
hawg)? It’s a term used to 
describe a crazy hard goal you 
want your organization to 
achieve. It’s thought of as almost 
impossible. People often cite 
President Kennedy’s historic 
moon speech as a prime 
example of a BHAG. 
 
In 1961 the President issued this 
challenge: “This nation should 

commit itself to achieving the 
goal, before this decade is out of 
landing a man on the moon and 
returning him safely to earth.” 
 
We landed on the moon in 1969. 
 
Well, I have a BHAG for the QCS: 
Before my tenure as the 
Executive Director is up, every 
member of the QCS will be 
aware of and understand our 
unique mission. 
 
It's not in the same league as 
President Kennedy but I’m 

trying.  
 
Seriously, less than half our 
members are connected to a 
chapter. We don’t have email 
addresses for over 16,000 
members. It is very difficult and 
costly to reach these members.  
 
New chapters are one answer. 
Interested in starting a chapter? 
Please contact me.  
 
Direct mail is another outreach 
avenue. We sent out 3000 
postcards to members without a 

chapter in September. Our goal 
is to get members subscribed to 
our email list and become part 
of our Facebook group. Our 
digital platforms are the most 
efficient and cost-effective way 
to get our message out.  
 
Bring me back safely to earth 
and help me achieve the BHAG. 
Subscribe to our email list and 
Facebook group today. The links 
can be found on our homepage -
ipqcs.com.  
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Chapter News 

New Chapter Formed 

NorCal (Northern California) is the latest 

addition to our active chapters. There are 

about 600 QCS members in the Northern 

California area. The Tracy, California plant 

will be home base. Members hail from 

across the Northern California area. Chris 

Mills will be the Chairperson, Steve 

Carpenter Vice-Chair, Tom Blaskey 

Secretary and Gregg Franklin Treasurer. 

The newly formed leadership team is 

working on a member mailing and initial 

meeting for the new chapter.  

 

Chapter Closed 

In July the Wisconsin Chapter closed. We 

were unable to secure new leadership for 

the organization. That leaves Fond du Lac as 

our only Wisconsin chapter. Any member in 

Wisconsin who is not affiliated with Fond 

du Lac needing assistance can contact the 

QCS Executive Director directly at 

qcentury1923@gmail.com. All inquiries are 

strictly confidential. 

 
 

Pineville Reunion 
 
The Pineville Louisiana Mill is planning a 
2nd reunion event on October 15, 2022.  
Check the Facebook page “IPCO Pineville 
Mill Reunion”. Willard McCall and Velda 
LaCour c0-chair the planning committee. 
 
Pineville had a QCS chapter at one time now 
inactive. This is a good chance to remind 
members, you do not have to be a member 
of a chapter to request assistance from the 
QCS. Email Executive Director at 
qcentury1923.com. All inquiries are 
confidential. 

 

Savannah Chapter Annual Meeting – notes from Howard Bacon 

 
Savannah held their annual meeting on September 15th. Mill Manager Jay Wilson updated the 
group of 200 on the mill and IP activities. Chatham County Commissioner Chester Ellis was the 
guest speaker providing comments on the explosion of business activities in the county.  
 
Gene Cartledge (former CEO of Union Camp), age 94 also attended. Mr. Cartledge has attended 
every one of the QCS annual meetings in the area.  
 
Great to see our chapters and old friends getting together! 

 

Mansfield Chapter Annual Meeting – notes from Frank Laurent 
 
The Mansfield annual meeting was held September 13th in Shreveport, Louisiana. The last time 
the group got together was back in October of 2019. The group was treated to a wonderful dinner 
compliments of mill manager Paula Wood (new to the QCS this year). Brett Moseley, VP provided 
Paula her certificate and pin. 
 
Paula encouraged everyone to sign up for the QCS Newsletter with everyone receiving a business 
card with our web address for this purpose. She also spoke about safety (of course!) and what’s 
going on at the mill and within the corporation.  
 
The business portion of the meeting included updates on the change to the lifetime limit for 
grants, and our mission statement. Chairperson Frank Laurent gave some example of grant types. 
Twenty-three new members were recognized with certificates and pins. Greg Lemme, treasurer, 
gave an overview of chapter finances. The chapter reported $6,900 in grants to members since 
2019. 
 
Thanks to the planning committee led by Traci Washington with members Aletha Reed, Cynthia 
Ross, Florida Small, Melvin LaCour, Tabitha McLeod and Paula Wood.  

Upcoming Chapter Annual Meetings  
 
September 27th – Mansfield (2nd event), 29th – 
Vicksburg 
 
October 3rd- Mobile, 13th – Orange, 15th – Georgetown 
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